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an agreement between an agency and an in-
dividual, the Special Counsel shall submit to 
Congress and each congressional committee 
with jurisdiction over the agency a report re-
garding the agreement. 

‘‘(2) CONTENTS.—The report required under 
paragraph (1) shall identify, with respect to 
an agreement described in that paragraph— 

‘‘(A) the agency that entered into the 
agreement; 

‘‘(B) the position and employment location 
of the employee who submitted the allega-
tion that formed the basis of the agreement; 

‘‘(C) the position and employment location 
of any employee alleged by an employee de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) to have com-
mitted a prohibited personnel practice, as 
defined in section 2302(a)(1); 

‘‘(D) a description of the allegation de-
scribed in subparagraph (B); and 

‘‘(E) whether the agency that entered into 
the agreement has agreed to pursue any dis-
ciplinary action as a result of the allegation 
described in subparagraph (B).’’. 

SEC. 11. ESTABLISHMENT OF SURVEY PILOT PRO-
GRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Office of Special 
Counsel shall design and establish a pilot 
program under which the Office shall con-
duct, during the first full fiscal year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, a survey 
of individuals who have filed a complaint or 
disclosure with the Office. 

(b) PURPOSE.—The survey under subsection 
(a) shall be designed for the purpose of col-
lecting information and improving service at 
various stages of a review or investigation 
by the Office of Special Counsel. 

(c) RESULTS.—The results of the survey 
under subsection (a) shall be published in the 
annual report of the Office of Special Coun-
sel. 

(d) SUSPENSION OF OTHER SURVEYS.—Dur-
ing the period beginning on October 1, 2017, 
and ending on September 30, 2018, section 13 
of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to reauthorize 
the Office of Special Counsel, and for other 
purposes’’, approved October 29, 1994 (5 U.S.C. 
1212 note), shall have no force or effect. 

SEC. 12. REGULATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Special Counsel shall prescribe such regula-
tions as may be necessary to perform— 

(1) the functions of the Special Counsel 
under subchapter II of chapter 12 of title 5, 
United States Code, including regulations 
that are necessary to carry out sections 1213, 
1214, and 1215 of that title; and 

(2) any functions of the Special Counsel 
that are required because of the amendments 
made by this Act. 

(b) PUBLICATION.—Any regulations pre-
scribed under subsection (a) shall be pub-
lished in the Federal Register. 

SEC. 13. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 8(a)(2) of the 
Whistleblower Protection Act of 1989 (5 
U.S.C. 5509 note) is amended by striking 
‘‘2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007’’ and inserting 
‘‘2017 through 2022’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect as 
though enacted on September 30, 2015. 

SEC. 14. TECHNICAL AMENDMENT. 

Section 1214(b)(1)(B)(ii) of title 5, United 
States Code, as amended by section 1 of the 
Act entitled ‘‘An Act to amend section 1214 
of title 5, United States Code, to provide for 
stays during a period that the Merit Systems 
Protection Board lacks a quorum.’’ (S. 1083, 
115th Congress, 1st Session), is amended by 
striking ‘‘who was appointed, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate,’’. 

PRO BONO WORK TO EMPOWER 
AND REPRESENT ACT OF 2017 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged 
from further consideration of S. 717 and 
the Senate proceed to its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 717) to promote pro bono legal 

services as a critical way in which to em-
power survivors of domestic violence. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and passed 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The bill (S. 717) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 717 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Pro bono 
Work to Empower and Represent Act of 2017’’ 
or the ‘‘POWER Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Extremely high rates of domestic vio-

lence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking exist at the local, State, and na-
tional levels and such violence or behavior 
harms the most vulnerable members of our 
society. 

(2) According to a study commissioned by 
the Department of Justice, nearly 25 percent 
of women suffer from domestic violence dur-
ing their lifetime. 

(3) Proactive efforts should be made avail-
able in all forums to provide pro bono legal 
services and eliminate the violence that de-
stroys lives and shatters families. 

(4) A variety of factors cause domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking, and a variety of solutions at the 
local, State, and national levels are nec-
essary to combat such violence or behavior. 

(5) According to the National Network to 
End Domestic Violence, which conducted a 
census including almost 1,700 assistance pro-
grams, over the course of 1 day in September 
2014, more than 10,000 requests for services, 
including legal representation, were not met. 

(6) Pro bono assistance can help fill this 
need by providing not only legal representa-
tion, but also access to emergency shelter, 
transportation, and childcare. 

(7) Research and studies have dem-
onstrated that the provision of legal assist-
ance to victims of domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault, and stalking re-
duces the probability of such violence or be-
havior reoccurring in the future and can help 
survivors move forward. 

(8) Legal representation increases the pos-
sibility of successfully obtaining a protec-
tive order against an attacker, which pre-
vents further mental and physical injury to 
a victim and his or her family, as dem-
onstrated by a study that found that 83 per-
cent of victims represented by an attorney 
were able to obtain a protective order, 
whereas only 32 percent of victims without 
an attorney were able to do so. 

(9) The American Bar Association Model 
Rules include commentary stating that 

‘‘every lawyer, regardless of professional 
prominence or professional workload, has a 
responsibility to provide legal services to 
those unable to pay, and personal involve-
ment in the problems of the disadvantaged 
can be one of the most rewarding experiences 
in the life of a lawyer’’. 

(10) As representatives of the Department 
of Justice, the duty of United States Attor-
neys is to present ‘‘equal and impartial jus-
tice to all its citizens’’, which should in-
clude, especially, survivors of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking who might not otherwise know how 
to seek advice and protection. 

(11) As Federal leaders who have knowl-
edge of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking in their local-
ities, United States Attorneys should en-
courage lawyers to provide pro bono re-
sources in an effort to help victims of such 
violence or behavior escape the cycle of 
abuse. 

(12) A dedicated army of pro bono attor-
neys focused on this mission will inspire oth-
ers to devote efforts to this cause and will 
raise awareness of the scourge of domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking throughout the country. 

(13) Communities, by providing awareness 
of pro bono legal services and assistance to 
survivors of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking, will em-
power those survivors to move forward with 
their lives. 
SEC. 3. U.S. ATTORNEYS TO PROMOTE EMPOWER-

MENT EVENTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of this Act, and 
not less often than once each year there-
after, each United States Attorney, or his or 
her designee, for each judicial district shall 
lead not less than 1 public event, in partner-
ship with a State, local, tribal, or territorial 
domestic violence service provider or coali-
tion and a State or local volunteer lawyer 
project, promoting pro bono legal services as 
a critical way in which to empower survivors 
of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 
assault, and stalking and engage citizens in 
assisting those survivors. 

(b) DISTRICTS CONTAINING INDIAN TRIBES 
AND TRIBAL ORGANIZATIONS.—During each 3- 
year period, a United States Attorney, or his 
or her designee, for a judicial district that 
contains an Indian tribe or tribal organiza-
tion (as those terms are defined in section 4 
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304)) shall 
lead not less than 1 public event promoting 
pro bono legal services under subsection (a) 
of this section in partnership with an Indian 
tribe or tribal organization with the intent 
of increasing the provision of pro bono legal 
services for Indian or Alaska Native victims 
of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 
assault, and stalking. 

(c) REQUIREMENTS.—Each United States 
Attorney shall— 

(1) have discretion as to the design, organi-
zation, and implementation of the public 
events required under subsection (a); and 

(2) in conducting a public event under sub-
section (a), seek to maximize the local im-
pact of the event and the provision of access 
to high-quality pro bono legal services by 
survivors of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking. 
SEC. 4. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) REPORT TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL.— 
Not later than October 30 of each year, each 
United States Attorney shall submit to the 
Attorney General a report detailing each 
public event conducted under section 3 dur-
ing the previous fiscal year. 

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 1 

of each year, the Attorney General shall sub-
mit to Congress a compilation and summary 
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of each report received under subsection (a) 
for the previous fiscal year. 

(2) REQUIREMENT.—Each comprehensive re-
port submitted under paragraph (1) shall in-
clude an analysis of how each public event 
meets the goals set forth in this Act, as well 
as suggestions on how to improve future pub-
lic events. 
SEC. 5. FUNDING. 

The Department of Justice shall use exist-
ing funds to carry out the requirements of 
this Act. 

f 

RESOLUTIONS DISCHARGED 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the applicable 
committees be discharged and the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of the following resolutions, en 
bloc: S. Res. 203, S. Res. 194, S. Res. 214, 
S. Res. 215, S. Res. 231, S. Res. 213, S. 
Res. 233 and S. Res. 221. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolu-
tions be agreed to, the preambles be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table, all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 203) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of June 26, 2017, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

The resolution (S. Res. 194) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of June 15, 2017, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

The resolution (S. Res. 214) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of June 29, 2017, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

The resolution (S. Res. 215) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of June 29, 2017, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

The resolution (S. Res. 231) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of July 25, 2017, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

The resolution (S. Res. 213) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

(The resolution, with its preamble, is 
printed in the RECORD of June 29, 2017, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

The resolution (S. Res. 233) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of July 26, 2017, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

The resolution (S. Res. 221) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of July 19, 2017, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the en bloc consideration of 
the following Senate resolutions which 
were submitted earlier today: S. Res. 
239, S. Res. 240, and S. Res. 241. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolu-
tions be agreed to, the preambles be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table, all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 
The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

RAPID DNA ACT OF 2017 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged 
from further consideration of H.R. 510 
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 510) to establish a system for 

integration of Rapid DNA instruments for 
use by law enforcement to reduce violent 
crime and reduce the current DNA analysis 
backlog. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and 
passed, and the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 510) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
AUGUST 2, 2017 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m., Wednesday, August 
2; further, that following the prayer 
and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; further, that following 
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to 
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Kaplan nomination, with 
the time until 11 a.m. equally divided 
between the two leaders or their des-
ignees. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 7:47 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, August 2, 2017, at 10 a.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate August 1, 2017: 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

ELAINE MCCUSKER, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A PRINCIPAL 
DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. 

ROBERT DAIGLE, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE DIRECTOR OF 
COST ASSESSMENT AND PROGRAM EVALUATION, DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE. 

ROBERT R. HOOD, OF GEORGIA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE . 

THE JUDICIARY 

KEVIN CHRISTOPHER NEWSOM, OF ALABAMA, TO BE 
UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE ELEVENTH 
CIRCUIT. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

RICHARD V. SPENCER, OF WYOMING, TO BE SECRETARY 
OF THE NAVY. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

CHRISTOPHER A. WRAY, OF GEORGIA, TO BE DIRECTOR 
OF THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION FOR A 
TERM OF TEN YEARS. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

RYAN MCCARTHY, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF THE ARMY. 

LUCIAN NIEMEYER, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. 

MATTHEW P. DONOVAN, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE UNDER 
SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE. 

ELLEN M. LORD, OF RHODE ISLAND, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF DEFENSE FOR ACQUISITION, TECHNOLOGY, 
AND LOGISTICS. 
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